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Experimental Section
Reagents
All solvents were HPLC grade and were purified following a methodology described in the literature.
1, 2 Deionized water was used in all measurements, previously boiled and bubbled with nitrogen and kept in a nitrogen atmosphere to avoid the presence of carbon dioxide.
Instruments
UV-vis experiments were carried out on an HP 8452A spectrophotometer equipped with a thermostated bath and all measurements were performed at 25 °C, 
Synthesis of the compounds
Scheme S1. Preparation of compound 2a. 
UV-vis measurements
The following procedure was typical for all measurements performed. A 1.010 Figure S1 . IR spectrum of 2a (KBr pellet). 
